“On the third day he rose again.” Everything about Christianity hinges on
this article of the Creed. If Jesus is only the “historical Jesus,” then
Christianity is a delusion and a waste of time (see 1Corinthians
15:12-26). But if Jesus is raised as Lord, everything changes!

Dwelling in the Word

The Apostles’ Creed*

| believe in God,
the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.

Prayerfully read 1Corinthians 15:12-26; and ask: 1) What words, phrases, I believe in Jesus Christ,
or images stood out to you? 2) What does this say about what God God’s only Son, our Lord,
desires to accomplish in you? 3) How could you respond to what God who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
says in this passage? born of the Virgin Mary,

Beginning the Conversation
1.

suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
In some ways, the statement “On the third day he rose again” is the he descended to the dead.
most shocking part of the Creed. When you compare the historical On the third day he rose again;
finality of death to the promise of the resurrection, why is this
belief so vital for distinguishing Christianity from other religions?

he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,

2. How does the idea of Jesus being “seated at the right hand of the and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
Father” right now change the way you view the current chaos or
politics of our world? | believe in the Holy Spirit,

the holy catholic®® Church,
Digging Deeper the communion of saints,
. the forgiveness of sins,

1. Most first-century Jews expected God to resurrect everyone the resurrection of the bod
together at the very end of time. How does the fact that God raised dthe Iif lasting. A v,

Jesus in the middle of history signal that a new age has already and the ife everlasting. Amen.
begun? What implications does this have for our lives today?
% . . Notes

2. Rom.ans 1:4 sta'Fes J”esus was “appointed the.Son of God in pqwer [¥] This version is based on the translation of the ELLC.

by his resurrection.” How does the resurrection act as the ultimate . - ,,
; ) ) . [a] Catholic (small case c) means “universal.

revealer of who Jesus truly is, rather than just a miraculous exit

from the grave?

3. According to Acts 2:33-36, Jesus’ resurrection and exaltation prove that God has made him both “Lord and Messiah.”
How does this declaration of his authority challenge the “authority” we often give to our own desires or societal
pressures?

4. The Ascension is described not as a statement about cosmology (where heaven is located physically), but as a
statement about sovereignty. What is the significance of Jesus being “seated at the right hand of the Father” to serve
as co-regent and mediator?

5. ReadJohn 14:16-17, 26; 15:26; 16:7. Jesus ascended so that he could send the Advocate, the Holy Spirit. Why is the
ministry of the Advocate essential for continuing the witness of Jesus through his followers today?

6. 1 Corinthians 15:17 warns that “if Christ has not been raised, your faith is futile; you are still in your sins.” How is our
personal salvation directly tied to the physical reality of Jesus being resurrected to new life? (see also Rom 4:25; 1Cor
15:17; 1Pet 1:3-4; 3:21)

Living it Out
1. Because of Jesus’ resurrection, we can walk in newness of life. Identify one old habit or way of thinking that belongs to

the “old age.” How can you intentionally replace it this week with a practice that reflects the new life we have because
we are raised with Christ? (Colossians 1:1-4)
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