The longest section of the Apostles’ Creed is devoted to the Son of God,
Jesus Christ. This is because at the heart of the Christian faith is a
person: Jesus Christ, God’s Only Son, our Lord. Great Swiss theologian
Karl Barth declared that “with these words we step into the great centre
of the Christian creed” (Credo, 39).

Dwelling in the Word

Prayerfully read John 1:1-5, 14, 16-18; Hebrews 1:1-3; and Colossians
2:9-10 and ask: 1) What words, phrases, or images stood out to you? 2)
What does this say about what God desires to accomplish in you? 3)
How could you respond to what God says in this passage?

Beginning the Conversation

1. Atthe heart of the Christian faith is a person, not just a set of ideas.
How does focusing on a relationship with a person change the way
you approach your faith compared to just following a philosophy or
a “higher power”?

2. The Creed piles up titles for Jesus: Messiah (Christ), God’s only Son,
and Our Lord. Which of these titles feels most personal to you, and
which feels most challenging for you to explain to someone else?

Digging Deeper
1. The name “Jesus” (Yahweh saves) roots him in history as a
first-century human, while “Christ” (anointed one) roots him in the
promises of God to Israel. Why is it important for our faith to be
grounded in both history and God’s promises to his people?

2. The Creed uses the Greek word monogenes (“only Son”) to describe
Jesus’ unique relationship with the Father. How does Jesus being
the “one and only Son” differ from the way we are called “sons and
daughters” of God through spiritual adoption?

The Apostles’ Creed*

| believe in God,
the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ,
God'’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the Virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.

| believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic®® Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

Notes
[*] This version is based on the translation of the ELLC.
[a] Catholic (small case c) means “universal.”

3. To confess “Jesus is Lord” (kurios) was the earliest Christian confession. Since kurios was the word used to translate the
revealed name of God (Yahweh), what does it mean for us to acknowledge that Jesus shares the very identity of God?

4. The doctrine of the Incarnation teaches that Jesus is fully human and fully God. Reflecting on the quote, “what is not
assumed cannot be redeemed,” why was it necessary for the Son of God to take on actual human flesh to save us?

5. The sermon suggests that the Lordship of Jesus creates an “egalitarian ethic” where none of us is lord over another.
How does the confession "Jesus is Lord" challenge the way we view status, power, and hierarchy within our own church

and community?

Living it Out

1. Just as Jesus did not remain distant but was “born of the Virgin Mary” to dwell among us, we are called to incarnational
living. Identify a “messy” part of your community or a neighbour in need this week. How can you practically move
toward them with a “ministry of presence” rather than serving from a distance?

2. To confess Jesus as “Lord” is to set him above all other allegiances. Take time this week to audit your loyalties (to
career, politics, or personal comfort). Is there a specific area where you need to re-declare Jesus as the ultimate Lord of

your life?
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