Study 01
“1 believe” — Why the Creed Matters

The Apostles’ Creed is one of the most popular creeds used in worship
by Western Christians and affirming it is one of the membership
requirements of Greenfield Community Church. It was developed
between the second and ninth centuries. Legend has it that the Apostles
wrote it after Christ’s ascension into heaven (that is not the case, though
the name stuck).

Beginning the Conversation

1.

What are your initial thoughts or associations when you hear the
word “creed”? Have you ever attended a church where the
Apostles’ Creed was recited as a regular part of worship?

In many non-liturgical traditions you may hear it said, “no creed but
the Bible.” Why do you think some people might be hesitant to use
a formal creed in a church setting?

Digging Deeper

1.

Read over the Apostles’ Creed. How does it seem to be structured?
What gets more attention? Are there any doctrines that seem to be
missing? Note any questions you may have for further study about

any parts of the Creed.

Each article of the Creed can be traced to statements in the Bible.
Examine it line by line and list any biblical texts that it may be
drawing upon (e.g., “creator of heaven and earth” — Genesis 1 & 2).
Looking at the list, why do you think it would be good for a believer
to have a concise summary of the entire biblical narrative?

The sermon described a creed as both a “centring statement” that
highlights the core of our faith and a “boundary statement” that
acts as guard rails. How does viewing the Creed this way help
protect the “essentials of the faith” without it becoming an
exhaustive list of every belief?

The Apostles’ Creed*

| believe in God,
the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.

| believe in Jesus Christ,
God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the Virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.

| believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic®® Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

Notes
[*] This version is based on the translation of the ELLC.
[a] Catholic (small case c) means “universal.”

How does the Creed (or any statement of faith) help summarize and clarify the message of the Bible? That is, help us

|”

determine what is an “essentia

and what may be a disputable matter (see Romans 14-15).

Notice how the Creed is written with a Trinitarian format with its focus on Jesus Christ as God’s only Son and our Lord.
How does the Creed help us understand and summarise the work of the Trinity?

The Creed begins with the line, “I believe.” Who is the “I” in the Creed? How does starting with these words transform
the Creed from a simple list of facts into a personal and communal confession of faith?

Read James 2:10-24. What is the relationship between “belief” and “trust” or “belief” and “faith”? (or faith and works)
What does it mean to “believe” in something? Real belief or faith will always be worked out in the way we live our
lives. How does the Creed serve as a foundation for this kind of transformational faith?

Living it Out

1.

Read through the Apostles’ Creed prayerfully and ask: “Does my life reflect the truths | claim to believe?” Is there
something you can commit to working on over the duration of this study?

Reciting the Apostles’ Creed has been part of Christian worship in the West for hundreds of years. | would encourage
you to commit it to memory and make it part of your daily spiritual practices to remind yourself of your allegiance to

the Triune God.





















