Advent Study 02 BIRTH OF THE

Jesus: God’s Promised Presence
(Matthew 1:18-25) Ry
Dwelling in the Word
Prayerfully read Matt 1:18-25 and ask: 1) What words, phrases, or images stood out to you?

2) What does this say about what God desires to accomplish?
3) How could you respond to what God says in this passage?

Beginning the Conversation
1. The idea of Emmanuel, God with us, is a common theme in many Christmas carols. What is your
favourite Christmas carol and why?
2. Both Mary and Joseph had to rearrange their lives in order to fulfill God’s calling for them. Have
you chosen to give up something, risk something, or alter plans in order to say yes to God?

Digging Deeper (pick some of the following questions to discuss as a group)

1. In what ways does knowing the timeline of a first century near eastern marriage
(binding contract - pledged phase of about a year - ceremony, celebration - domestic union)
change or enrich your understanding of the ‘Christmas story’?

2. Messiah from the Hebrew, and Christ from the Greek both mean “anointed one”, both Priests and
Kings in the Old Testament were called to be anointed with oil to commission them in their roles.

> Read Hebrews 4:14-5:10 and Mark 15:37-39. How does the idea of Jesus as the Ultimate High
Priest affect how you understand your relationship to God the Father and the Holy Spirit?

> Read Luke 2:28-33 and Philippians 2:6-11. How does the idea of Jesus as the Ultimate King over
“Jacob’s descendants” and the entire cosmos affect how you understand your relationship to
God the Father and the Holy Spirit?

3. Matthew establishes that Jesus was indeed the Son of God; Divine from his conception through
the Holy Spirit, and also fully human with a real mother, Mary. The Chalcedonian Creed (451AD)
was the statement put forward to keep the church from straying from this mysterious reality. How
was the divinity and humanity of Jesus Christ taught to you as you grew in your faith? How would
you explain it in ordinary terms to someone who was inquiring about it? And why does it matter?

Living it Out How are we preparing room in our hearts for Jesus this season:

1. Do you have enough margin in your life (time /other resources) to listen and respond to God’s call?

2. Are your plans for the future ‘pivotable’? Do you find it a challenge to submit your plans to God?

3. What next steps might God be calling you to?

4. John 1:14 says that “the Word (Jesus) became human and made his home among us.” (NLT). How
can this reality of God with us, first in the incarnation of Christ, and also in the gift of the Holy Spirit,
transform our understanding of our place in the world?

5. Read Jesus’ last words to his disciples in Matthew’s gospel in chapter 28, verses 16-20: what specific
things was he calling them to and what specific things were in place to empower them? In light of
these things, in what ways (similar or different) have you felt God’s call upon your life?
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Christmas Invitation

‘Qa
How are we preparing room in our hearts for Jesus this season?

e [ e s Do we have margin in our lives?

His DIVINITY
& HUMANITY e = © Are our plans for the future submitted to the Lord?

are INSEPARABLE.
= What next steps might Jesus be calling us to?

How might knowing Jesus as “God with us” change our lives?




